


According to the Urban Institute,
two-thirds of parents who do not live
with their children are not paying
child support.

In addition to creating a financial burden
on the children in these families, the
children are deprived of the emotional
support and interaction with the absent

parent.

The Child Support Employment and
Parenting Program (CSEPF) works with
non-custodial parents by helping them
overcome barriers to employment such
as substance abuse, housing issues,
transportation issues, mental health
problems, lack of job skills and/or
education. Program coordinators assess
participants and refer them to appropri-
ate services in the community, connect-
ing them to needed resources. After
referrals are made, coordinators con-
tinue to support and monitor the client
until they become self-sufficient and are

able to support their children.

Each individual referred to CSEPP
must:

&

Be unemployed or under-employed, or
having difficulty meeting child support

obligations;
Be age 18 or older;

Have a minor child receiving Families
First, Food Stamps, TennCare, or SSl,

or have had in the last two years;

Be a non-custodial parent, with
established paternity on a new or
existing Tennessee child support

Case,;

Be a resident of Knox County, or
willing to commute to Knox County for

services:

Enter into a personal responsibility
contract to pay child support and
participate in program activities to
increase employment and earnings,
and to make them more responsible

parents.

The Child Support Employment and
Parenting Program's (CSEPP)
objectives are:

¥ Provide an upfront assessment for
barriers to employment and positive
parenting practices along with the

services to address those barriers.

¥ Provide job readiness services for
targeted non-custodial parents.

v" Help targeted non-custodial parents
retain/sustain employment and

increase earning potential.

v Improve the non-custodial parents'
compliance with child support

obligations,

v Increase the non-custodial parents’
invalvement in their children's lives.

To make a referral to the CSEPP
program please contact:

865-862-0455
865-862-0459

Sabrina Rhodes
Matt Keller




